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Report of the Commission for Evangelization and Pastoral Care of the Migrants (September 2016 - August 2017)

INTRODUCTION

We are happy to present a short report on the activities of the Commission for Evangelization and Pastoral Care of the Migrants (CEPCM) from September 2016 to August 2017. At the end, we have highlighted some issues that call for the attention of the Synod.

1. MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION MEMBERS

Between September 2016 and August 2017, the Commission members, met twice in meeting along with the secretaries, at Mount St. Thomas to discuss the issues related to the pastoral care of the migrants abroad. The Commission also reviewed the effects of the three Mission Consultations held in 2016.

2. VISITS TO THE MIGRANT COMMUNITIES ABROAD
In the reporting year, the Chairman and the members of the Commission visited the migrant communities in Kuwait, Dubai, Doha-Qatar and Sharja. Besides, His Grace Abp. Mar Joseph Perumthottam visited the South African migrant communities in the Archdioceses of Pretoria and Johannesburg in the month of February, 2017. Rev. Fr. Albin Nallakkutt, the Syro-Malabar priest appointed there, arranged the visit and the various programs related to the visit. The visit of the Archbishop has encouraged the Syro-Malabar faithful and has facilitated the appointment of more Syro-Malabar pastors in South Africa.

3. CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE MIGRANT COMMUNITIES

The Commission has been in regular contact with the Syro-Malabar Communities in South Africa, Nigeria, Singapore, Gulf Countries, etc., through visits, emails and telephone calls. Messages and greetings were sent to all the migrant centers through emails on the occasions of Christmas, Easter, St. Thomas Day and Mission Sunday. Messages are sent also for various other programs, anniversaries and celebrations in migrant communities. Correspondence is regular with almost all the centers/communities of the Syro-Malabar migrants.
4. MISSION SEMINAR AND CONSULTATION, FARIDABAD, OCT-2016

A Mission Seminar and Consultation on Mission ad gentes and Evangelization was arranged by the Eparchy of Faridabad in collaboration with the Commission for Evangelization and Pastoral Care of the Migrants from October 16-18, 2016 at Sacred Heart Nagar, Malout. From the Commission, Bp. Mar Sebastian Vadakel, the Chairman and Rev. Sr. Praveena CSN, the office-secretary participated in the three day seminar and consultation. The Commission expresses its great appreciation and gratitude to His Grace Mar Kuriakose Bharanikulangara and the whole Eparchy of Faridabad for the systematic and effective conduct of the programme.

5. MISSION EXHIBITION AT FIAT MISSION, KARUKUTTY, APRIL, 2017

A laity movement, ‘FIAT Mission’ organized, the ‘Great Gathering of Mission (GGM)’ at Adlux Convention Centre, Karukutty on 26-30 April 2017. Its main purpose was to encourage missionary vocations and the organized participation of laity in the ‘ad gentes’ mission of the Church. Different Dioceses, Congregations/Societies/Institutes and Mission Regions exhibited their missionary endeavors in about 80 stalls. The Commission for Evangelization and Pastoral Care of the Migrants, with the support of IMPACT, Kochi (c/o MST), had also put up an exhibition. The Commission focused mainly on the ad gentes missionary involvements of the Syro-Malabar Church, in India.

6. SYNODAL DELEGATION TO ROME

A seven member Synodal delegation of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church headed by the Major Archbishop, Mar George Cardinal Alencherry went to Rome and held meetings with the heads of various dicasteries there from 26 March – 2 April, 2017 and presented the pastoral needs of the Syro-Malabar faithful in Gulf Countries, as well as in India. Besides the individual meetings, the delegation participated in the joint meeting of the Secretary of State, the Prefects of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches and the Congregation for the Propagation of Faith along with the secretaries. The discussion mainly focused on the pastoral care of the Syro-Malabar faithful in the Arabian-Gulf counties and in India. Let us hopefully wait for the good effects of the meeting.
7. PASTORAL SITUATION OF THE MIGRANT COMMUNITIES

7.1. ARABIAN-GULF COUNTRIES: The pastoral situation in the Gulf countries continues the same with regard to the Syro-Malabar migrants. In spite of continued efforts no real progress is made in this area. Thanks to our bishops who help the faithful through their visits with the proper invitation or through other means. We are very grateful to the dedicated service of our lay faithful, especially of SMCA members. 

7.2. SINGAPORE: We have about 1000 Syro-Malabar families in Singapore. Our attempts to present Syro-Malabar priests for our faithful have not yet succeeded. But the Commission is continuing its efforts. The Archbishop of Singapore has formed a ‘Malayalam Commission’ and has appointed an OFM Cap. priest in Singapore to look after the pastoral needs of the ‘Malayali’ communities in Singapore.

7.3. AFRICAN COUNTRIES: The Commission has sent priests for the pastoral care of the Syro-Malabar faithful in South Africa and Uganda. We are in search of priests for the Syro-Malabar faithful in the Archdiocese of Lagos, Nigeria and for Botswana, South Africa. Recently, with the tireless efforts of Fr. Albin Nallakkutt we could start 4 more communities in the Archdiocese of Pretoria and Johannesburg. We could send Fr. Jomon Joseph Nelluvely from the Archeparchy of Changanacherry to Johannesburg. Process of sending another priest to Botswana is in progress. We could avail this possibility through the visit of Mar Joseph Perumthottam who has generously granted the service of two priests for the same purpose. 

8. MISSION DOCUMENTATION

In continuation of the plans of the Mission Year 2012, the preparation of the Mission Documentation, is in progress under the guidance of His Grace Abp. Mar Joseph Perumthottam, the Chairman, and Rev. Fr. Justin Vettukallel MST, the Coordinator. It incorporates the missionary efforts of the Syro-Malabar Church down the centuries, especially in the last 50 years. The Documentation Committee fixed a detailed outline of the study. Based on the outline, specific segments are assigned to the experts and pertinent persons who are competent to prepare drafts.
9. SOME OF THE ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION

9.1. The Presence of a large number of Migrant workers from North India in the cities of Kerala: Shouldn’t the Syro-Malabar Church make concrete efforts to care for the large number of migrant workers coming to Kerala? Should the Commission for Evangelization and Pastoral Care of Migrants try to coordinate the efforts made by the Syro-Malabar Eparchies in Kerala and other Metropolitan cities in India?

9.2. The Pastoral Situation in Arabian-Gulf Countries, especially in Saudi Arabia and the response expected from the Syro-Malabar Church/Commission. We are waiting for some positive steps from the Apostolic See as a response to the visit of the Synodal Delegation.
9.3. Better clarity and clearer Guidelines on the roles and responsibilities of the Commission for Evangelization and the Pastoral Care of Migrants (CEPCM) and the Syro-Malabar Mission (SyMM) in coordinating and animating the ‘Ad Gentes’ missionary endeavours of the Syro-Malabar Church.

9.4. Requests from migrant communities, especially in South Africa, Nigeria, Singapore, Jerusalem, etc., for more priests for pastoral care.
10. ACTION PLAN FOR THE COMING YEAR

10.1. The Commission plans to find out new areas in which a considerable number of our Syro-Malabar faithful live, especially in African, Latin American and Asian countries. For this purpose, the Commission seeks the cooperation of our Rev. Fathers and Rev. Sisters who live in those areas.

10.2. The Commission plans to conduct two Seminars on Mission Ad Gentes for our missionaries in India.

11. THANKS TO OUTGOING SECRETARY (REV. FR. SHAJI KOCHUPURAYIL, MCBS) AND WELCOME TO NEW SECRETARY (REV. FR. SEBASTIAN MUTTAMTHOTTIL, MCBS) 

The Commission expressed its great appreciation and sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Shaji MCBS, who after rendering four years of committed and tireless service as Secretary of the Commission, has returned to the MCBS community, Jeevalaya, Bangalore. The Commission extends a very cordial welcome to Rev. Fr. Sebastian Muttamthottil MCBS who has taken charge as the new Secretary.

12. FINANCIAL STATEMENT

CONCLUSION

In the year 2016-2017, the Commission for Evangelization and Pastoral Care of the Migrants was trying to open and organize new Syro-Malabar migrant centers outside India. With the collaboration of the laity in the migrant centers, the Commission succeeded in organizing a few more Syro-Malabar communities abroad, especially in South Africa. The Commission sincerely thanks Rev. Fr. Shaji Kochupurayil MCBS who served as the secretary of the Commission for the last four years and took initiative to organize and coordinate the Apostolate of Pastoral Care among the migrant Syro-Malabar faithful abroad and to coordinate the works of Evangelization in the Church. The Commission extends a cordial welcome to Rev. Fr. Sebastian Muttamthottil MCBS, the new Secretary. The Commission also expresses its thanks to Sr. Praveena CSN, the Office Secretary who manages the office very effectively. May we take this opportunity to express our sincere thanks to Mar George Cardinal Alencherry, our Major Archbishop, all the members of the Synod of Bishops, and the members and staff of Major Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount St. Thomas, for the support and encouragement rendered to the Commission in 2016-2017. 
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